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Squirrel sayS 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
™ you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. | 
ig PANIC! 
If you haven't got WON 1PA 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 ‘ 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Shadow was asleep in her sett when Hurkel 
returned, carrying Mossy on his shoulders. 


“Ooh, yes, very much,” said Hurkel, “it’s just 
... Well ... my neck’s sore from carrying him 
about.” Mossy woke up from a deep sleep so 


they all decided to go to the pond for a drink. 


Just then, Toad hopped with Spike, his new 
found friend, in tow. “Hello mateys,” said 
Spike, shyly. “This is my friend, Spike,” 
announced Toad. 


“Tt’s me, I’m back,” whispered Hurkel, 

“T went out looking for that bad-tempered 
stag,” replied Hurkel. “I didn’t find him, but 
I found this mole again,” he sighed. “Poor 
creature, don’t you like him?” asked Shadow. 


Lots of animals were drinking at the pond 
that afternoon. “Everyone’s so nervous,” 
commented Vixen, to Fox. “They’re expecting 
that monstrous stag to charge up at any 
moment,” replied Fox. 


d 


“But he’s a rat,” said Vixen. “He’s not a rat,” 
reasoned Toad, “he’s a long-tailed personage. 
His chief threw him out because he didn’t 
ftins” 


“I have too nice a nature, you see” explained 
Spike. But Fox wasn’t convinced. 


“T’ve been instructing him on the Oath,” said 
Toad, proudly. “Perhaps Spike could tell me 


about the Oath,” suggested Fox, knowing full 


well that Spike wouldn’t be able to recite it. 


But Hurkel’s speech fell on deaf ears. 
“The Park is for all of us, you can’t treat it 
as your private playground,” reasoned Vixen. 


Trey lashed out with his antlers. “You’re a 
big and handsome stag,” admitted Hurkel, 
“but you’re the first animal I’ve ever met 
that I didn’t like.” 


But luckily for Spike, Trey arrived on the 
scene before he had a chance to speak. 
The smaller animals ran away in fright 
and the deer cowered by the bushes. 


“If I want to drink, I will,” replied Fox, 
calmly. “I’ve told you a thousand times that 
this pond is for deer only. That means me,” 
replied Trey. 


Fox walked up to Trey, “Excuse me, I’d like a 
word,” he said, politely. Trey jerked his head 
out of the water and bellowed, “You haven't 
come down here to drink, I hope?” 


Hurkel made a speech, “Fox here and his 
great friends have brought a great gift to 
this Park. I’m sure if Fox and I explained 
it to you, you would be kinder.” 


Later that night, the pond was deserted. 
Bully waved his tail from behind a tree to 
call the other rats to him. Hundreds of them 
gathered. Bully laughed wickedly and threw 
his head back, delighted at the spectacle. 


“And?” asked Bully. “My report is that they 
don’t know what to do about us, without any 
wee ... weasels to scare us off. They won't 
bother us. We’ve as good as won.” 


Spike made his way through the crowds. 
“I’ve come to make my report, Oh great one,’ 
he announced. “I’ve joined the White Deer 
Park animals. I’m pretending that I’ve gone 
over to their side.” 


? 


Bully was triumphant, “Hear that, my 
beauties! This place is as good as ours. 
All this will be our private ratty paradise,” he 
roared. “Bully, Bully, Bully,” chanted the rats. 


Next week: Too many rats. 


All About... 
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HANDY DRINK 
Gorillas rarely take a drink 
but when they do they 
soak the fur on the back 
of their hands in water 
and then suck them. 


6¢Hello from the world’s largest ape. 
Large but gentle, that's me, though my 
hoots and chest thumping can sound 
spine tingling in the African rain forests 
where we Mountain gorillas live. 

There are three races of gorilla. The 
Western lowlands are brownish grey and 
live in the western part of central Africa. 
The Eastern lowlands are black and are 
found 1000km further east, in eastern 
Zaire. We Mountain gorillas are also 
black but our coat is longer than our 
eastern cousins’. We live in the highlands 
of Rwanda, Uganda and Zaire in small 
family groups and spend most of our day 
eating and resting peacefully.99 


We Mountain gorillas are 
entirely vegetarian, though 
our Western lowland cousins 
do eat the occasional insect 
and small vertebrate. We 
have a wide choice of plants 
on the forest floor but our 
favourites are the fruits, 
leaves and juicy stems of 
plants such as wild celery, 
bamboos, ferns, docks and 
thistles. We get most of the 
moisture we need from these 
plants and from the dew that 
settles on the leaves. 


GORILLAS AND TOURISTS survive in the forest national parks where they live. 
We males have a huge, There are about 40,000 Western lowland gorillas, Only small numbers of tourists are allowed to 
domed head, a juttin 4000 Eastern lowlands but only about 600 watch certain groups of gorillas each day, and 
yea 9 Mountain gorillas in the world. An International because the gorillas seem to pick up human 
out forehead, a flattened Gorilla Conservation Programme was set up in infections easily, people who have a cold or any 
nose, small, deep-set 


1977 which has helped the Mountain gorillas infectious disease are not allowed on these trips. 
eyes and small ears. ‘ 

Our limbs are 
enormously powerful 
and both our feet and 
hands are broad and 
strong with five digits. 
As we become adults, 
we males develop a 
saddle of grey hairs on 
our back and we're 
called silverbacks. 
We Mountain males 
weigh a massive 275kg 
and when we stand 
upright we are 1.8m 
tall. The females are 
smaller and weigh 
about half our weight. 
We usually move 

about on all fours. We 
don’t walk on the palms 
of our hands — instead 
we use our knuckles, 
but we take most of the 

weight on our feet 


All About... 


Living together 

66We gorillas live in family groups 

of between 5 and 30 members. 

Each group is led by a silverback with 
perhaps one or two young males under 
him. The rest of the group is made up 
of females and young. When a young 
male becomes a silverback he is 
usually forced out by the leader and 
spends a few years on his own until he 
can build up a new group himself.99 


The females only give birth every three or 
four years and then sometimes their baby 
dies in its first year. The babies live with their 
mother for up to three years. They share her 
nest at night though they experiment with 
making their own nests as well. 


Like other apes, we gorillas groom each 
other from time io time. The groomer 
combs through the fur with its teeth and 
fingers. Grooming helps to keep our fur 
clean and it is also very relaxing. 


A group’s day starts at dawn when 
the mists clear and the sun begins 
to warm the forest plants. The 
gorillas move about the forest 
floor, feeding - the young and the 
lighter females sometimes feed in 
the trees. Then they all rest fora 


KING KONG DISPLAYS 

The silverback’s warning displays, 
which he uses to frighten away 

a male intruder, are extremely 
loud and fierce-looking but most 
of the time that’s all they are - 
noisy threats. 

At first the silverback makes a 
series of loud hoots which build up 
to an ear-splitting roar. Next he 
stands fully upright and siarts to 


few hours, though the young often 
pester the adults to play with 
them. They feed again in the 
afternoon and at dusk pull down 
branches and leaves to make a 
nest on the ground. Females also 
make their nests in the trees. 


tear at the twigs and branches 
around him. Then he beats his chest 
with his palms slightly cupped - this 
makes a hollow ‘pok-pok-pok’ 
sound. Finally he might actually 
charge at the intruder, waving his 
arms and screaming as he runs. If 
the intruder hasn’t already run awa 
the two males will then glare at 
other, nose to nose, until on 

them gives up and struts off 


4 How To Draw <——— 


\ 


sks, Ge eae 


Prime (pig 


Having won so many prizes for being fat, 
Prime pig oozes confidence. So it’s no 
surprise that he’s the leader of the 
farmyard. He certainly doesn’t waste any 
time in getting rid of the weasels when 
they disturb his peace and quiet. 


Drawing Prine ig 


ADD A PAIR 
2 OF EARS 


CURVING 
LINE ABOVE 
THE SNOUT 


USING THE CENTRE LINE AS A GUIDE, 
DRAW A SNOUT WHICH LOOKS THE 
SAME EITHER SIDE OF THE LINE 


DRAW A 
STRAIGHT 
LINE ON THE 
FOREHEAD, 
SNOUT AND 
MOUTH 


RUB QUT THE 
REST OF THE 
CIRCLE AND THE 


MIDDLE LINE 
ADD NOSTRILS 


DRAW A LARGE 
CIRCLE FOR THE HEAD 


NA USE A RULER TO DRAW 
\. ALINE DOWN THE 


, 


1 


\ MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE 


ADD TWO CURVED 
LINES TO OUTLINE 
THE EYEBALLS \ 


USING THE 
CIRCLE AS A 
GUIDE, DRAW 
LINES TO SHAPE 
PRIME PIG'S FACE 


DRAW A V-SHAPE 
FOR THE MOUTH 


DRAW TWO SMALL 

CIRCLES FOR EYES 
SHAPE THE 
EARS AND ADD 
A SHORT LINE 
TO EACH ONE 


TO SHOW THE 
INNER EAR 


ADD A SHORT 
CURVED LINE 
ABOVE EACH EYE 


DRAW A 
CURVED LINE 
BELOW THE 

MOUTH FOR THE CHIN 


— Still left in the wild live in the 
lush vegetation found on 

the dormant (inactive) volcanoes lying 
on the borders of Rwanda, Uganda 
and Zaire. Virunga National Park in 
Zaire opened in 1925 and is home to 
elephants, lions, hippos and buffaloes, 
as well as to Mountain gorillas. 
The gorillas themselves are gentle 
vegetarian giants, with no enemies 
other than man.99 


Hurkel's Challenge: the Tree 
hyrax is little bigger than a rabbit, 
yet it's one of the elephant's 
closest relatives. How many can 
you find sheltering in the trees? 


The Mountain gorilla is the world's biggest ape, 
but gorilla babies are more helpless than other 
young apes. A female gorilla carries her infant in 
her arms until it's three months old. A young 
gorilla isn't independent until its mother 

gives birth again, in three or four } 

years' time. 


The Bushbuck 

is a shy creature that spends the 
day sheltering in thick bush. It 
feeds at night, weaving its way 
through the dense vegetation, 
with the male holding its horns 
pressed back so that they don't 
tangle in the creepers. They 
spend so much time like this that 
their horns sometimes wear bald 
patches on their shoulders. 


Three long horns distinguish a male Jackson's 
chameleon (the female's horns are missing 
or very small). It lives up in the trees, using its 
grasping feet and tail to climb slowly after its 
prey. When it spots an insect, strong muscles 
shoot its tongue from its mouth and trap the 
prey on the tongue's sticky tip. 


You should be able to spot eight 
Tree hyraxes sheltering in the trees. 


Hagenia abyssinica 

tree trunks grow up to 

2.5m across. Their 

branches are used 

like armchairs by 

, gorillas, as they are 

‘s¢ Padded with ferns, 

a mosses and 

orchids. They also 

provide food for gorillas, 

ne who like to eat the plants 
~ growing on the trees, rather than 
the tree’s leaves and flowers. 


The Blue monkey is silvery- 
blue in colour, with olive green 
highlights on the top 

half of its body and 

— — ashy grey hair on its 
stomach. It is large and 
stoutly built, and holds 

the tip of its long thick 

tail just higher than its 

body, as it trots 

through the forest. 


The Tree hyrax's long, thick, soft coat 
is dark brown with a patch of white on 
the back. During the day it lives up 

in the trees, coming down at dusk 

z| to feed on leaves and fruits. As it 
Y moves among the trees, it makes 
: a bone-chilling, screeching 
call, which sounds like the 
cries of a hysterical human. 


As with most 

African sunbirds, 

the male Regal 

sunbird is much more 

splendid than the female. Its multi-coloured feathers 
gleam like metal in the sunlight. This beauty is often 
hidden in the mist of the mountain forests, but the bird 
can still be found by following its energetic, trilling song. 


: sf 
Discovering Na 
Who eats what? 


Do you know which animals eat meat and 
which don’t? Do you think those who 
don’t, choose to be vegetarian, or do you 
think it’s more likely to be because of the 
way their insides work, and what’s 
available in the places in which they live? 
Try and match each animal with its diet. 


ature © 
EAT YOUR 
GREENS 


Measly and | aren’t too fussy about 
what we eat, although I do say 
there’s nothing like a fresh young 
rabbit. Some animals, though, won’t 
touch meat. They only eat plants, 
nuts and berries. 


4 Fallow deer 


5 Red 
squirrel 


3 Rabbit 


K leaves, grass 
and crops 


B acorns, beechnuts 
and spiders 


C grass, 
acorns, 
fruit, 

brambles 


nuts, 
buds 
and 
berries 


G insects, slugs, 
worms, berries and 


mushrooms 
E small 
F rabbits, mammals, 
hares, mice, birds, fruit and 


birds and fish insects 
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“4 SPUD BOATS 


Some meat-eaters think that meals without 
meat must be pretty boring. That’s not true 
at all! Vegetarian meals can be delicious, 
fun-to-make, and even good for you as well! 


You will need: 
one large potato, margarine, cheese, veggies 
for decoration (see below). 


Weasel’s Easel 


Some strict vegetarians 
(called vegans) won't eat 
things made with dairy 
products. In this recipe, 
they could use soya 
margarine and vegetarian 


cheese instead. 


FRUITY PRINT 


Make a T-shirt with a fruit salad on it! 


You will need: 

plain white T-shirt, scrap fabric, firm 
apple, firm pear, fabric paints, kitchen 
roll, paint brush, used match, cardboard. 


q Ask an adult to cut both the apple 
and pear in half for you. Eat the spare 
halves now (you only need one of 
each). Pat the cut surface of the 
remaining halves dry with 

some kitchen roll. 


Q Put your T-shirt on a flat, 
well-protected surface. Slip some 
cardboard inside it so that no 
paint goes through to the back. 


Use more 
than one 
colour on 
the fruit. 


78 


aa Stick to fruity 
I colours, like red, 
RS green and orange. 


Be careful not to 
smudge one print 
when you’re 


a7 an dD {] Pre-heat the oven to 200°C/400F/Gas Mk 6. 
- Rohan} 5 Prick the potato with a fork and cook it in the oven 


3 Brush some fabric 
paint on to the fruit and 


for 11/4 hours, or until an adult says it’s cooked. 


3 Spoon this mixture back into the potato 


another 15 minutes. 


spring ij 
| 


eS 
5 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 
help you use the 
oven, 


halves, then put them back into the oven for 


pineapple 
and cheese 


2 Cut the potato in half lengthways and scoop 
out the middle into a bowl. Mash it up with a 
knob of butter and 50g grated cheese. 


4 while the potato halves 
are cooking, prepare your 
nautical ‘decorations’. 


cocktail 


stick § Decorate your spuds and 


they're ready to serve! Make 
sure you eat all the healthy 
veggie bits with them. 


cheese 
slice sail 


try printing on some 
scrap fabric to make 
sure that you haven't 
put too much or too 
little paint on. When 
you've made a couple 
of test prints, you can 
decorate your T-shirt. 


Follow the 
manufacturer’s 
instructions for how to 
‘set’ the fabric paint. 


ae! ee 


ee 
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Ask an adult to cut 
out these shapes 
with a sharp knife. 


ea a a 


» Next time you eat an orange, peel it very carefully (you may 
\ have to ask for help!) to make the funny face shown here. 


Join the ears to the tongue 
with a tooth pick. 


making another. 


Use some 
brown paint 
on the end of 
a match to put 


in the seeds, 
When you want @) 
to change 
colours, quickly 
rinse the fruit We 


and pat it dry 
again. 
tt gh Na Ny Nag MN got 


Ears can point 
up or down. 


Practise moving the tongue 
in and out with your fingers. 
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SPRING SPORTS 


“Now that the weather has warmed up andthe _Lots of creatures turned up on Spring Sports ~ 

youngsters are full of energy, we ought to have ~— Day. Plucky was eager to race Dash again, the 

a sports day,” said Fox to the Hares. Edible frogs wanted to see how far they could” 

“Good idea!” agreed Mrs Hare. “It will keep go in the long jump and the Squirrels couldn't 

_them out of mischief. Let’s organize it.” wait to take part in the nut-throwing competition. 

SCOREBOARD q Ret 

Can you fit the SCQREBGARD 

numbers in the right 

places on the <a ? { { p ig 

scoreboard so that all | OUT OF PLACE 

the scores add up to ; , There are eight things 


10, across and down. in this picture that 
have nothing to do 


with sports and should 
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OFF TARGET 
One of the Rabbits is trying to 
hit the target with a bow and 

arrow, but has lost six arrows in 
the attempt. Can you find them? 
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Mossy was looking very disappointed. “There’s It read “Worm-eating Competition,” and soon a 
nothing | have a chance of winning,” he group of toads, birds and weasels gathered to enter. 
complained to Fox. “I'm no good at running or By the end of the day everyone was exhausted. va 
jumping. It’s not fair.” Plucky still hadn’t beaten Dash, but Mossy had won — 


. “Wait a minute,” Fox replied. He consulted Vixen the worm-eating competition and most agreed that 


and the Hares and minutes later a notice went up _they’d had a good day. 


TIME PIECE | 
The clocks in each row 
have been arranged in a 
sequence. One clock in 
each row has lost its 

. hands. Can you tell what 
time each clock should 
be showing by looking 
at the sequences? 


FARTHING WOOD TME 
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GOLKEY 


This game is a cross between golf and 
hockey. To play it, you’ll need a hockey 
stick and a golf ball — or, if you like, a 
plastic lemon filled with water. , 

Mark out your own course of “holes” ) he 
and “bunkers”. Mark the holes with nine ’ 
sticks, each marked with a number from 
one to nine. You don’t have to dig a 
hole, just making your ball rest by the 
stick will be enough. 

You also need to make “bunkers” or 
“obstacles”. These are the things that 
get in the way of your ball. They can be 
made from flowerpots, boxes, stones, 
and anything else you want. 

Start from a marked place near the first 
hole. The idea is to hit your ball to 
each hole in turn, avoiding the 
bunkers, using the smallest number 
of strokes. Each person keeps a 
score of their strokes as they play and ( 
the one with the least at the endofthe  (— 
game is the winner. i 


MATCH THE BALL 

Each of the six players below is playing a 
different game, but their balls have 
become muddled. Can you put the right 
player with the right ball? 


GUESS WHAT 
Read the clues and fill in the blanks. 
Then rearrange the new letters to make 


a word that means “the best”! 
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Don't lose your Farthing Wood Friends! — 
Keep them safe in this smart Tidy Box. 


> i 3 


Farthing Wood Friends 
builds up into a 
fascinating nature 
series that you'll want 
fo refer to again and 
again, both for school 
and to enjoy the 
adventures of the 
animals. 


To make sure the 
magazines stay in 
perfect condition and 
don't get lost, we 
have designed these 
colourful Tidy Boxes. 
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